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The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) has transformed educational practices 
across disciplines, including Christian Religious 
Education (CRE). While AI offers 
unprecedented opportunities for personalized 
learning, adaptive assessment, and broader 
access to theological resources, it also raises 
significant concerns regarding the authenticity 
of spiritual formation, ethical discernment, and 
relational discipleship. This study explores the 
concept of digital spirituality within Christian 
Religious Education in the AI era by examining 
how digital technologies reshape spiritual 
development among Christian learners. 
Employing a qualitative library research 
methodology, this study analyzes contemporary 
theological literature, educational theories, and 
recent AI-related scholarship published between 
2020 and 2026. The findings reveal that digital 
spirituality should not replace embodied 
Christian community but should function as a 
complementary space where faith formation, 
biblical reflection, and spiritual practices are 
facilitated responsibly through AI-supported 
learning environments. The study proposes a 
Digital Spiritual Formation Framework 
integrating theological foundations, digital 
literacy, ethical AI principles, and pastoral 
accompaniment 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.55927/modern.v5i4.57
https://journal.formosapublisher.org/index.php/modern
https://journal.formosapublisher.org/index.php/modern
mailto:sudarmansilas@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Sudarman 

706 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Artificial Intelligence has become one of the most influential 

technological developments of the twenty-first century. Educational institutions 
worldwide increasingly integrate AI-powered applications into teaching, 
assessment, curriculum development, and personalized learning (Holmes et al., 
2022). Christian Religious Education (CRE) is likewise experiencing significant 
transformations as educators employ AI-based platforms for Bible study, lesson 
planning, theological research, and virtual learning. 

However, Christian education is fundamentally distinct from other 
educational disciplines because its primary objective extends beyond cognitive 
achievement toward spiritual formation into Christlikeness (Groome, 2011). 
Consequently, the emergence of AI introduces theological and pedagogical 
questions concerning whether digital technologies can genuinely nurture 
spirituality or merely enhance informational knowledge. 

Recent studies have largely focused on AI's instructional effectiveness, 
yet relatively few examine how AI influences Christian spirituality and 
discipleship. Existing literature often emphasizes technological efficiency while 
overlooking theological dimensions such as the work of the Holy Spirit, 
Christian community, worship, pastoral relationships, and spiritual disciplines. 
This research addresses this gap by exploring digital spirituality as a theological 
and educational construct within Christian Religious Education. 
 
Research Questions 

1. How does Artificial Intelligence influence spiritual formation in 
Christian Religious Education? 

2. What theological challenges emerge from AI-mediated spiritual 
learning? 

3. How can Christian educators develop digital spirituality while 
maintaining biblical authenticity? 

 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
Artificial Intelligence in Education 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) refers to computational systems capable of 
performing reasoning, learning, problem-solving, natural language processing, 
and decision-making tasks that traditionally require human intelligence 
(Russell & Norvig, 2021). Recent advances in machine learning, deep learning, 
and generative AI have transformed education by enabling adaptive, 
interactive, and personalized learning environments (Holmes et al., 2022). AI 
shifts instruction from teacher-centered approaches toward learner-centered, 
data-informed pedagogy through adaptive learning, personalized instruction, 
intelligent tutoring systems, automated assessment, learning analytics, and 
generative content creation. These technologies analyze learner performance, 
recommend individualized learning pathways, provide timely feedback, 
identify students at risk, and support curriculum development (Zawacki-
Richter et al., 2019; Siemens & Baker, 2012). Generative AI further assists 
educators in lesson planning, assessment design, and instructional material 
development while supporting students through writing assistance, concept 
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explanation, and multilingual learning (Kasneci et al., 2023). Nevertheless, 
concerns regarding academic integrity, misinformation, bias, and excessive 
dependence on AI require educators to exercise ethical judgment. Accordingly, 
AI should be viewed as a collaborative pedagogical partner that augments 
rather than replaces teachers, while remaining aligned with human-centered 
educational values (OECD, 2021; UNESCO, 2023). 
 
Christian Religious Education 

Christian Religious Education (CRE) is a holistic educational ministry 
that seeks to transform learners into mature disciples of Jesus Christ rather than 
merely transmitting biblical knowledge (Pazmiño, 2008). Rooted in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:19–20), CRE integrates intellectual, spiritual, moral, 
emotional, and social development under the authority of Scripture and the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Its objectives include spiritual maturity, Christ-
centered character, biblical worldview, faith integration, and Kingdom 
discipleship (Anthony, 2001; Groome, 2011). Authentic Christian education is 
transformational, emphasizing obedience, ethical integrity, and participation in 
God's redemptive mission. Learners are equipped to interpret contemporary 
issues, including Artificial Intelligence, through biblical truth while integrating 
faith with every sphere of life (Dockery & Thornbury, 2002; Holmes, 1987). 
Although AI enhances access to biblical resources and supports personalized 
learning, the essential goals of CRE—spiritual transformation, faithful 
discipleship, and communal life—remain grounded in Scripture, the Holy 
Spirit, and the Christian community rather than technological systems. 
 
Digital Spirituality 

Digital spirituality refers to expressions of Christian faith practiced 
through digital technologies that facilitate worship, biblical learning, 
discipleship, prayer, and community beyond physical settings (Campbell, 
2021). Accelerated by digital transformation and AI, churches increasingly 
employ online worship, virtual Bible studies, AI-assisted devotion, digital 
prayer groups, and virtual discipleship. Digital platforms expand access to 
Scripture through multilingual applications, interactive study tools, and 
theological resources while enabling believers to remain connected across 
geographical boundaries (Hutchings, 2017). Generative AI further supports 
devotional reflection, theological inquiry, and personalized spiritual learning. 
However, Christian theology affirms that AI functions only as an educational 
resource and cannot replace the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit or ecclesial 
authority. Recent scholarship therefore views spirituality as developing within 
hybrid physical-digital ecosystems in which online engagement complements 
rather than replaces embodied worship, pastoral care, and Christian fellowship 
(Campbell & Tsuria, 2022). Consequently, digital spirituality requires digital 
literacy, theological reflection, ethical discernment, and faithful dependence 
upon God. 
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Artificial Intelligence and Spiritual Formation 
AI contributes significantly to spiritual learning by providing immediate 

biblical information, personalized devotional recommendations, multilingual 
theological resources, and greater educational accessibility, particularly for 
diverse and underserved learners (Holmes et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2023). These 
capabilities encourage biblical literacy, independent learning, and wider 
participation in theological education. Nevertheless, authentic Christian 
spiritual formation extends beyond information acquisition. According to 
Christian theology, transformation is accomplished through the Holy Spirit, 
faithful interpretation of Scripture, Christian fellowship, pastoral mentoring, 
sacramental life, and intentional discipleship (Fee & Stuart, 2014; Willard, 2002). 
AI cannot generate repentance, spiritual conviction, empathy, or covenantal 
relationships, nor can it replace pastoral wisdom or the communal life of the 
Church. Therefore, the relationship between AI and spiritual formation should 
be understood through the principle of augmentation rather than substitution. 
AI strengthens educational effectiveness and accessibility, while Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit, the Church, and Christian educators remain the primary agents 
through which authentic spiritual growth is nurtured. 
 
METHODOLOGY 

This study employed a qualitative library research design to examine the 
relationship between Artificial Intelligence (AI), digital spirituality, and 
Christian Religious Education (CRE). A library research approach was selected 
because it enables a systematic exploration of emerging interdisciplinary issues 
by synthesizing theological, educational, and technological scholarship without 
collecting primary field data (Creswell & Poth, 2018). The study adopted an 
interpretive qualitative paradigm, aiming to understand how AI influences 
spiritual formation from theological, pedagogical, and ethical perspectives 
while developing a conceptual framework for responsible AI integration within 
Christian Religious Education. 

The primary data consisted of peer-reviewed publications retrieved from 
reputable international academic databases, including Scopus, Web of Science, 
ERIC, ATLA Religion Database, SpringerLink, Taylor & Francis Online, 
ScienceDirect, and Google Scholar. Priority was given to publications published 
between 2018 and 2026 to capture recent developments in generative AI and its 
educational applications. The reviewed literature covered five major domains: 
(1) Artificial Intelligence in Education (AIED), including adaptive learning, 
intelligent tutoring systems, learning analytics, and generative AI; (2) Christian 
Religious Education, focusing on discipleship, biblical pedagogy, and faith 
formation; (3) theology and spiritual formation; (4) digital religion and digital 
spirituality; and (5) ethical AI frameworks addressing responsible AI, 
transparency, accountability, privacy, and human-centered educational 
practices. Integrating these interdisciplinary perspectives enabled a 
comprehensive understanding of AI within Christian education. 

A purposive sampling strategy was employed to identify literature that 
was directly relevant to the research objectives. The inclusion criteria required 
publications to be peer-reviewed journal articles, scholarly books, or official 
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institutional reports written in English and published primarily between 2018 
and 2026. Eligible studies addressed at least one of the following themes: 
Artificial Intelligence in Education, Christian Religious Education, spiritual 
formation, digital spirituality or digital religion, and AI ethics. Publications 
lacking scholarly credibility, duplicated sources, or studies unrelated to the 
research questions were excluded. Literature searches were conducted using 
combinations of keywords such as Artificial Intelligence, AI in Education, 
Christian Religious Education, Digital Spirituality, Spiritual Formation, Digital 
Religion, Generative AI, Faith Formation, Theological Education, and AI Ethics, 
with Boolean operators (AND and OR) used to refine the search process. 
Retrieved publications were subsequently screened through title, abstract, and 
full-text review before being organized into thematic categories. 

The collected literature was analyzed using thematic analysis following 
Braun and Clarke (2022). The analytical process involved repeated reading of 
the selected literature, initial coding, theme generation, theme refinement, 
theological interpretation, and conceptual synthesis. This iterative analysis 
enabled the identification of recurring themes regarding the role of AI in 
Christian education and facilitated the development of the Digital Spiritual 
Formation Framework. To enhance the trustworthiness of the study, source 
triangulation was conducted by comparing findings across educational 
technology, theology, digital religion, and AI ethics literature. Furthermore, 
only high-quality scholarly publications were included, while all interpretations 
were continuously evaluated against biblical and theological principles to 
ensure conceptual consistency. Rather than seeking statistical generalization, 
this qualitative library research provides analytical generalization by offering a 
theoretically grounded framework that may inform future empirical research 
on Artificial Intelligence, digital spirituality, and Christian Religious Education. 
 
RESEARCH RESULT 
Theme 1: Artificial Intelligence Expands Access to Spiritual Learning 

AI substantially expands access to spiritual learning by removing 
geographical, linguistic, and educational barriers. The reviewed literature 
indicates that AI functions not merely as an information retrieval system but as 
an intelligent learning companion supporting lifelong biblical education. 
Through large language models and AI-powered search systems, learners can 
rapidly access biblical references, historical backgrounds, theological concepts, 
and scriptural cross-references, thereby improving biblical literacy and 
independent study (Kasneci et al., 2023). Adaptive algorithms further 
personalize learning by recommending Bible reading plans, theological 
resources, and reflective activities according to learners’ backgrounds and 
progress (Holmes et al., 2022). Interactive AI tools encourage inquiry-based 
engagement with Scripture by enabling learners to compare passages, explore 
theological themes, and receive immediate feedback. AI also broadens access to 
theological education through multilingual translation, intelligent tutoring, and 
open educational resources, making high-quality learning available to 
underserved communities. Nevertheless, increased access to information 
should not be equated with spiritual maturity. Authentic formation still 
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depends on Scripture, the Holy Spirit, Christian community, and intentional 
discipleship. Therefore, AI should be understood as augmenting rather than 
replacing Christian education. 
 
Theme 2: Digital Spirituality Risks Superficial Faith 

The literature consistently warns that digital spirituality may become 
superficial when convenience replaces intentional discipleship. Overreliance on 
AI-generated interpretations can lead learners to accept theological responses 
without adequate biblical or ecclesial evaluation because AI lacks doctrinal 
authority and spiritual discernment. Likewise, instant summaries and 
devotional content may reduce sustained engagement with Scripture and 
weaken practices such as meditation, careful biblical study, and reflective 
obedience (Fee & Stuart, 2014). Prolonged dependence on digital worship may 
also diminish participation in embodied Christian fellowship, where worship, 
accountability, sacramental life, and pastoral care nurture spiritual maturity 
(Campbell & Tsuria, 2022). AI cannot replace pastoral mentoring characterized 
by empathy, wisdom, and relational presence. Moreover, personalized digital 
platforms may encourage consumeristic spirituality by emphasizing 
convenience over commitment. The findings therefore indicate that AI should 
facilitate, rather than replace, spiritual disciplines and that Christian education 
must cultivate digital discernment rooted in Scripture and Christian 
community. 
 
Theme 3: Authentic Spiritual Formation Remains Relational 

A major finding is that authentic spiritual formation remains 
fundamentally relational despite advances in AI. Christian maturity develops 
through the transforming work of the Holy Spirit, participation in Christian 
community, worship, prayer, mentoring, and obedience to God's Word. AI can 
organize information and support learning, but it cannot produce repentance, 
sanctification, or genuine communion with God. Spiritual growth occurs within 
relationships characterized by fellowship, accountability, service, and mutual 
encouragement. Likewise, corporate worship and sacramental participation 
remain irreplaceable expressions of ecclesial life. Prayer represents a personal 
encounter with God that cannot be mediated by algorithms, while mentoring 
depends upon empathy, discernment, and contextual wisdom. Ultimately, 
discipleship requires faithful obedience rather than information acquisition. 
Consequently, AI should function as a supportive educational instrument while 
preserving the central role of the Holy Spirit, Scripture, the Church, and 
relational discipleship in Christian Religious Education. 
 
Theme 4: AI Requires Ethical Discernment 

The final finding emphasizes that responsible AI integration requires 
ethical discernment grounded in biblical principles. AI-generated theological 
content should be evaluated according to truth, justice, love, wisdom, 
stewardship, and human dignity. Because AI produces responses through 
computational probability rather than divine revelation, its theological outputs 
must always be tested against Scripture, sound hermeneutics, and the historic 
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teaching of the Church (Fee & Stuart, 2014). Christian educators should also 
address issues of bias, inclusion, privacy, and equitable educational access 
while ensuring that technological innovation promotes human flourishing 
(UNESCO, 2023). Wisdom is required to distinguish beneficial educational 
applications from practices that undermine authentic discipleship. Stewardship 
demands responsible use of AI that protects integrity and strengthens learning 
without creating dependency. Collectively, the findings indicate that ethical 
discernment is indispensable for ensuring that AI serves Christian education 
while remaining subordinate to biblical authority and the mission of forming 
disciples who reflect the character of Christ. 
 
DISCUSSION  

The findings of this study indicate that the relationship between 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Christian Religious Education (CRE) should not 
be understood as a tension between technological innovation and traditional 
spirituality, but rather as a complementary relationship in which technology 
supports, without replacing, authentic Christian spiritual formation. While AI 
substantially expands access to theological knowledge, personalizes learning 
experiences, and enhances educational effectiveness, it cannot substitute for the 
theological, relational, and ecclesial dimensions that constitute the essence of 
Christian discipleship. This distinction represents the principal conceptual 
contribution of the present study and provides a theological framework for 
understanding digital spirituality in the era of Artificial Intelligence. 

From a theological perspective, the findings reaffirm that authentic 
spiritual formation remains fundamentally the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Christian education has never been limited to transmitting biblical knowledge; 
instead, its primary purpose is the transformation of believers into the likeness 
of Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, faithful engagement with 
Scripture, and participation in the life of the Church (Romans 8:29; John 16:13; 2 
Corinthians 3:18). Although AI can efficiently organize biblical information, 
explain theological concepts, and facilitate access to educational resources, it 
cannot produce repentance, spiritual renewal, sanctification, or genuine 
communion with God. These findings therefore reinforce classical Christian 
educational thought, which understands spiritual transformation as both divine 
and relational rather than merely cognitive (Pazmiño, 2008; Willard, 2002). 

This theological distinction becomes increasingly important in the age of 
generative AI. Contemporary AI systems simulate dialogue, provide 
sophisticated theological explanations, and generate devotional materials that 
may resemble spiritual guidance. Nevertheless, these outputs are derived from 
computational pattern recognition rather than divine revelation or spiritual 
discernment. Consequently, AI should never be regarded as possessing 
theological authority. Instead, digital spirituality must remain Christ-centered, 
Scripture-centered, Spirit-led, and ecclesially grounded, ensuring that 
technological innovation serves the mission of Christian education rather than 
redefining its theological foundations. Within this perspective, AI functions as a 
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pedagogical instrument that supports biblical learning while remaining 
accountable to Scripture, Christian doctrine, and the life of the Church. 

From a pedagogical perspective, the findings demonstrate that AI 
significantly enriches Christian education by enabling adaptive, personalized, 
and learner-centered learning environments. Consistent with constructivist 
learning theory, AI encourages learners to actively construct knowledge 
through inquiry, reflection, dialogue, and exploration rather than passive 
reception of information (Fosnot, 2013). Adaptive learning systems, intelligent 
tutoring, automated feedback, and personalized devotional recommendations 
enable instruction to accommodate learners' differing backgrounds, interests, 
learning pace, and educational needs (Holmes et al., 2022). These capabilities 
enhance biblical literacy, facilitate theological inquiry, and promote lifelong 
learning within Christian Religious Education. 

However, this study extends constructivist perspectives by arguing that 
cognitive knowledge alone cannot explain authentic Christian spiritual 
formation. While constructivism emphasizes learners' active construction of 
meaning, Christian theology affirms that spiritual growth also depends upon 
God's transforming work through the Holy Spirit. Biblical knowledge, although 
indispensable, does not automatically produce Christlike character. Authentic 
discipleship requires the integration of theological understanding, personal 
obedience, communal participation, spiritual disciplines, and divine grace. 
Accordingly, AI should be understood as supporting the cognitive dimensions 
of Christian learning while recognizing that spiritual transformation transcends 
educational psychology and remains rooted in God's redemptive work. 

The findings also reaffirm the indispensable role of Christian educators 
within AI-supported learning environments. Rather than diminishing the 
importance of teachers, AI redefines their responsibilities by shifting their role 
from information transmitters to spiritual mentors, theological interpreters, 
ethical guides, and facilitators of discipleship. Unlike AI systems, Christian 
educators possess pastoral wisdom, contextual sensitivity, empathy, moral 
discernment, and relational presence that cannot be replicated by 
computational technologies. As AI-generated theological content becomes 
increasingly sophisticated, educators bear greater responsibility for cultivating 
digital theological literacy and helping learners distinguish between 
computationally generated information and biblically faithful interpretation. 
Consequently, AI enhances educational practice without replacing the human 
vocation of Christian teaching. 

Pastorally, the study emphasizes that authentic spiritual formation 
remains inseparable from meaningful relationships within the body of Christ. 
Christian maturity develops through worship, prayer, fellowship, pastoral 
mentoring, mutual accountability, sacramental participation, and communal 
service. Although digital technologies successfully expand communication and 
educational accessibility, they cannot reproduce the embodied relationships 
through which Christian faith is nurtured. This finding supports contemporary 
scholarship on digital religion, which views online and offline religious 
experiences as complementary dimensions of a hybrid spiritual ecosystem 
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rather than competing alternatives (Campbell & Tsuria, 2022). Therefore, digital 
platforms should strengthen rather than replace face-to-face discipleship, 
communal worship, and pastoral accompaniment. 

The findings likewise reveal important ethical implications for Christian 
Religious Education. Because AI-generated sermons, theological 
interpretations, devotional materials, and ethical guidance are becoming 
increasingly accessible, Christian educators must intentionally cultivate ethical 
and spiritual discernment as essential educational competencies. Learners 
should be equipped to evaluate AI-generated content through biblical exegesis, 
theological reasoning, ecclesial accountability, and prayerful reflection instead 
of accepting technological outputs uncritically. Responsible AI integration 
therefore requires the development of digital theological literacy that combines 
technological competence with biblical wisdom, moral responsibility, and 
spiritual maturity. 

Building upon these theological, pedagogical, pastoral, and ethical 
insights, this study proposes the Digital Spiritual Formation Framework as an 
integrative conceptual model for Christian Religious Education in the era of 
Artificial Intelligence. The framework positions AI as a supportive educational 
resource that enhances biblical literacy, personalized learning, theological 
inquiry, and educational accessibility. Nevertheless, these technological 
functions operate within a broader theological ecosystem in which Scripture 
provides normative authority, the Holy Spirit remains the primary agent of 
transformation, the Church functions as the community of discipleship, and 
Christian educators facilitate theological interpretation, ethical discernment, 
and pastoral mentoring. Accordingly, digital spirituality is understood not as a 
replacement for embodied ecclesial life but as an extension of Christian 
educational practice that remains firmly grounded in biblical theology. 

The proposed framework contributes to the growing scholarship on AI 
in religious education by integrating educational technology with Christian 
theology and spiritual formation. Whereas previous studies have often 
emphasized either the educational benefits or the ethical risks of AI, this study 
offers a more holistic perspective in which technological innovation, theological 
reflection, and spiritual formation are treated as mutually complementary 
dimensions. The framework therefore contributes theoretically by extending 
discussions of AI beyond cognitive learning toward a pneumatological and 
ecclesiological understanding of Christian education. It also contributes 
practically by providing guidance for Christian schools, theological seminaries, 
churches, and educators seeking to integrate AI responsibly while preserving 
biblical authority, relational discipleship, and ethical integrity. 

Overall, the discussion demonstrates that the future of Christian 
Religious Education does not lie in rejecting Artificial Intelligence nor 
embracing it uncritically. Instead, it requires the cultivation of a theologically 
informed digital spirituality in which AI functions as a servant of Christian 
discipleship rather than its substitute. When employed with theological 
wisdom, ethical responsibility, and pastoral discernment, AI can substantially 
enrich educational practice while remaining subordinate to the ultimate 
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purpose of Christian education: forming disciples who know Christ, embody 
His character, participate faithfully in the life of the Church, and contribute to 
God's redemptive mission within an increasingly digital society. 
 
Proposed Conceptual Framework 
Digital Spiritual Formation Framework 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practical Implications 

The findings of this study have several important implications for 
Christian Religious Education, particularly as educational institutions and 
churches increasingly integrate Artificial Intelligence into teaching, learning, 
and spiritual formation. Rather than rejecting AI or embracing it uncritically, 
Christian educators are called to adopt a balanced approach that recognizes 
both the educational potential and the theological limitations of emerging 
technologies. The following implications provide practical guidance for 
implementing AI in ways that remain faithful to the mission of Christian 
education. 
 
Integrate Artificial Intelligence Responsibly 

Christian educators should integrate AI as a pedagogical tool that 
enhances learning while remaining subordinate to the theological purposes of 
Christian education. AI can assist in lesson planning, curriculum development, 
language translation, assessment, and personalized learning; however, 
instructional decisions should continue to be guided by biblical principles 
rather than technological capabilities alone. Responsible integration requires 
educators to evaluate AI applications according to their educational 
effectiveness, theological consistency, ethical implications, and contribution to 

Artificial Intelligence 

Digital Learning Environment 

Biblical Literacy Digital Ethics 

 

Faith Practices 

 

Holy Spirit Guidance 

Spiritual Formation 

 

Christlike Character 
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holistic student development. Technology should therefore serve the process of 
discipleship rather than redefine its purpose. 
 
Develop Digital Theological Literacy 

The rapid growth of AI-generated theological content requires Christian 
educators to cultivate digital theological literacy among students. Beyond 
teaching technical competence, educators should equip learners to interpret, 
evaluate, and utilize digital theological resources critically. Students need to 
understand how generative AI produces information, recognize its 
methodological limitations, identify potential theological biases, and 
distinguish between biblically grounded teaching and algorithmically 
generated content. Digital theological literacy thus combines biblical literacy, 
media literacy, and AI literacy, enabling learners to engage digital technologies 
with theological wisdom and intellectual responsibility. 
 
Cultivate Ethical and Spiritual Discernment 

One of the most urgent educational priorities in the AI era is the 
development of ethical and spiritual discernment. As AI increasingly generates 
sermons, devotional reflections, theological summaries, and biblical 
interpretations, learners must develop the ability to evaluate such content 
through Scripture, sound hermeneutics, Christian doctrine, and the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. Discernment should become a core learning outcome within 
Christian Religious Education, enabling students to examine digital religious 
information critically rather than accepting it unreflectively. Educational 
practices such as comparative biblical interpretation, theological reflection, 
case-based ethical discussions, and collaborative dialogue can strengthen 
learners' capacity to exercise faithful judgment in digitally mediated 
environments. 
 
Preserve Relational Discipleship 

The findings emphasize that authentic Christian spiritual formation 
remains fundamentally relational. Therefore, Christian educators should 
intentionally preserve practices that foster interpersonal relationships, pastoral 
mentoring, communal worship, small-group fellowship, and spiritual 
accountability. Although AI can facilitate communication and support learning 
beyond the classroom, it cannot replace the transformative influence of caring 
relationships within the body of Christ. Educational programs should therefore 
integrate digital learning with face-to-face interaction, mentoring relationships, 
collaborative ministry, and opportunities for shared worship and service. Such 
hybrid learning environments enable technological innovation to complement, 
rather than diminish, relational discipleship. 
 
Prioritize the Authority of Scripture Over Algorithmic Authority 

Perhaps the most significant implication of this study is the necessity of 
maintaining the primacy of Scripture as the ultimate authority for Christian 
faith and practice. AI systems generate responses by analyzing patterns within 
existing data, whereas Christian theology recognizes Scripture as God's 
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authoritative revelation. Consequently, AI-generated theological content should 
never be treated as doctrinally normative or spiritually authoritative. Christian 
educators should consistently encourage learners to verify AI-generated 
interpretations through careful biblical exegesis, theological reflection, and 
engagement with the historic teaching of the Church. This practice reinforces 
the conviction that technological tools may support biblical learning, but they 
must remain accountable to the authority of God's Word. 
 
Foster Collaborative Human–AI Learning 

The findings also suggest that AI should be understood as a 
collaborative educational partner rather than a replacement for educators. 
Christian teachers should model appropriate uses of AI by demonstrating how 
technology can support research, facilitate theological inquiry, stimulate critical 
thinking, and enrich classroom discussion while preserving the educator's role 
as mentor, interpreter, and spiritual guide. This collaborative approach helps 
students perceive AI not as an autonomous authority but as an instrument 
whose value depends upon the wisdom, discernment, and theological integrity 
of those who use it. 
 
Promote Holistic Spiritual Formation 

Finally, Christian educational institutions should ensure that AI 
integration contributes to the holistic objectives of Christian education rather 
than merely improving instructional efficiency. Curriculum design should 
intentionally balance cognitive learning with spiritual disciplines, character 
formation, ethical reflection, communal participation, and missional 
engagement. The success of AI integration should therefore be evaluated not 
only through academic achievement or technological proficiency but also 
through indicators of spiritual growth, Christlike character, responsible digital 
citizenship, and faithful participation in the life and mission of the Church. 

Overall, these practical implications suggest that the future of Christian 
Religious Education lies not in choosing between technological innovation and 
traditional discipleship, but in integrating both within a coherent theological 
framework. Artificial Intelligence has considerable potential to enrich 
educational practice, yet its benefits will be realized only when its use remains 
guided by Scripture, shaped by Christian ethics, strengthened through 
authentic community, and directed toward the ultimate goal of forming 
disciples who faithfully reflect the character of Jesus Christ in an increasingly 
digital world. 
 
Theoretical and Practical Contribution 

The practical implications of this study extend beyond classroom 
implementation by contributing to the broader discourse on Artificial 
Intelligence in faith-based education. The proposed approach demonstrates that 
responsible AI integration requires the convergence of technological 
competence, theological literacy, ethical discernment, and relational 
discipleship. This holistic perspective offers a practical foundation for Christian 
schools, theological seminaries, churches, and higher education institutions 
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seeking to develop AI-informed educational policies that remain faithful to 
biblical theology while responding constructively to contemporary 
technological developments. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

This study examined the relationship between Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
digital spirituality, and Christian Religious Education (CRE) through a 
qualitative library research approach. The findings demonstrate that AI is 
reshaping Christian education by expanding access to biblical knowledge, 
supporting personalized learning, facilitating theological inquiry, and 
increasing educational accessibility across diverse cultural and geographical 
contexts. These technological developments provide significant opportunities 
for Christian educators to enhance teaching effectiveness and broaden 
participation in theological learning within increasingly digital educational 
environments. 

However, the study also reveals that the integration of AI into Christian 
Religious Education presents important theological, pedagogical, and ethical 
challenges. Although AI can efficiently generate biblical explanations, 
devotional materials, and educational resources, it remains fundamentally 
limited to computational processes and therefore cannot replicate the essential 
dimensions of authentic Christian spiritual formation. Spiritual maturity is not 
achieved solely through greater access to religious information but through the 
transforming work of the Holy Spirit, faithful engagement with Scripture, 
participation in the Christian community, intentional spiritual disciplines, and 
ongoing discipleship. Consequently, Christian spirituality cannot be automated, 
algorithmically generated, or technologically substituted. 

A central contribution of this study is the proposal that digital 
spirituality should be understood as complementary rather than substitutive. 
Within this perspective, AI functions as a pedagogical resource that enriches 
biblical literacy, supports adaptive learning, and strengthens educational 
accessibility without displacing the theological foundations of Christian faith. 
The authority of Scripture, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the life of the Church, 
and the relational role of Christian educators remain indispensable for 
nurturing authentic spiritual growth. Accordingly, AI should serve the mission 
of Christian education rather than redefine its theological purpose. 

This study also contributes theoretically by proposing the Digital 
Spiritual Formation Framework, which integrates educational technology with 
Christian theological principles. The framework positions Artificial Intelligence 
as a supportive educational instrument operating within a broader ecosystem of 
spiritual formation in which Scripture provides normative authority, the Holy 
Spirit remains the primary agent of transformation, the Church functions as the 
community of discipleship, and Christian educators facilitate theological 
interpretation, ethical discernment, and pastoral mentoring. In doing so, the 
study extends contemporary discussions on AI in education by incorporating a 
pneumatological and ecclesiological perspective that is often underrepresented 
in existing educational technology literature. 
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From a practical standpoint, the findings encourage Christian schools, 
theological seminaries, churches, and higher education institutions to adopt AI 
responsibly by integrating technological innovation with biblical fidelity, ethical 
reflection, and relational discipleship. Educational programs should 
intentionally cultivate digital theological literacy, ethical discernment, and 
critical engagement with AI-generated content, while preserving practices such 
as communal worship, pastoral accompaniment, mentoring, prayer, and 
Scripture-centered learning. Such an approach enables Christian educators to 
utilize AI constructively without compromising the relational and spiritual 
dimensions that define Christian education. 

This study is not without limitations. As a qualitative library research 
project, its conclusions are derived from the synthesis and interpretation of 
existing scholarly literature rather than from empirical investigation involving 
learners, educators, or church communities. Consequently, the proposed 
conceptual framework has not yet been empirically validated in educational 
settings. Future research should therefore examine how AI-supported learning 
environments influence students' spiritual formation, biblical literacy, ethical 
decision-making, and discipleship through qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-
methods research. Comparative studies across theological traditions, 
educational institutions, and cultural contexts would also enrich understanding 
of how digital spirituality develops within diverse Christian communities. 

In conclusion, the future of Christian Religious Education does not 
depend on choosing between technological innovation and traditional 
discipleship but on integrating both within a biblically grounded theological 
vision. Artificial Intelligence represents a powerful educational resource 
capable of expanding learning opportunities and supporting theological 
education. Nevertheless, authentic Christian formation remains rooted in God's 
transforming work through Scripture, the Holy Spirit, the Church, and faithful 
relationships among believers. When employed with theological wisdom, 
ethical responsibility, and spiritual discernment, AI can become a valuable 
servant of Christian education while remaining subordinate to its ultimate 
purpose: forming disciples who faithfully reflect the character of Jesus Christ 
and participate in God's redemptive mission within an increasingly digital 
world. 
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